
French sound cards

A set of picture cards to help your child hear and see how French words

are built. Each card colour-codes the letters so the target sound stands

out.

Best for 4 to 5 years.

How to use them

Print on card if you can, then cut along the borders

Say the sound, then the word, pointing at each coloured letter

Play "find the sound": can they spot the d in dragon and drapeau?

Punch the top circle and clip the set to a ring for the park or the café

How the colours work

Consonant (say each one)
Vowel (joined letters like ou, on = one
sound)

Silent (don't say it)

Petit à petit

• 

• 

• 

• 



LEVEL 1 · THE A SOUND

a
Ana l'âne avale la banane
Ana the donkey swallows the banana

Say it: The a in father, never the a in cat.

a n a n a s

a . na . nas

p a p a

pa . pa

b a n a n e

ba . na . ne

p y j a m a

py . ja . ma

k o a l a

ko . a . la

a v i on

a . vion



LEVEL 1 · THE I SOUND

i
Mimi la momie visite le tipi
Mimi the mummy visits the teepee

Say it: The ee in see. You already say this one.

r i z

riz

i g l o o

i . gloo

p i r a t e

pi . ra . te

r a d i s

ra . dis



LEVEL 1 · THE O SOUND

o
Toto le robot pilote la moto
Toto the robot rides the motorbike

Say it: The o in more, held still. No slide.

r o b o t

ro . bot

c o r b eau

cor . beau

s t y l o

sty . lo

c o b r a

co . bra

c o ch on

co . chon

t o r t u e

tor . tue



LEVEL 1 · THE É SOUND

é
La fée lève son épée
The fairy raises her sword

Say it: Start at the e in bed, smile wider. Hold it still.

f é e

fé . e

é p é e

é . pé . e

b é b é

bé . bé

v é l o

vé . lo

p ou p é e

pou . pée

c l é

clé



LEVEL 1 · THE B SOUND

b
Bibi fait des bulles dans le bain
Bibi blows bubbles in the bath

Say it: Both lips pop. Same as English b.

b u ll e

bu . lle

b o l

bol

b i b e r on

bi . be . ron

b a r b e

bar . be



LEVEL 1 · THE D SOUND

d
Le dragon fait dodo
The dragon goes to sleep

Say it: Tongue taps behind the teeth. Same as English d.

d r a g on

dra . gon

d r a p eau

dra . peau

d au ph in

dau . phin

dé
image needed

d é

dé



LEVEL 1 · THE L SOUND

l
Lola lave le lavabo
Lola washes the sink

Say it: Tip of the tongue, light and quick.

loutre
image needed

l ou t r e

lou . tre

l i c o r n e

li . cor . ne

l i t

lit

l i v r e

li . vre

luge
image needed

l u g e

lu . ge

l a p in

la . pin



LEVEL 1 · THE M SOUND

m
La marmotte mange une mangue
The marmot eats a mango

Say it: Hum mmm. The yum sound in both languages.

mer
image needed

m e r

mer

m i e l

miel

m ou l in

mou . lin

m an g u e

man . gue

miroir
image needed

m i r oi r

mi . roir

maison
image needed

m ai s on

mai . son



LEVEL 1 · THE N SOUND

n
La nuit, le nain navigue
At night, the dwarf sails

Say it: Tongue up, same as English n.

n i d

nid

n i ch e

ni . che

n u a g e

nu . age

n a v i r e

na . vi . re

narine
image needed

n a r i n e

na . ri . ne



LEVEL 1 · THE P SOUND

p
Le petit panda tape sur le tambour
The little panda taps the drum

Say it: A little puff of air. Same as English p.

p an d a

pan . da

p o mm e

po . mme

patte
image needed

p a tt e

pa . tte

p u ll

pull

pélican
image needed

p é l i c an

pé . li . can

pinceau
image needed

p in c eau

pin . ceau



LEVEL 1 · THE T SOUND

t
Le tigre tape sur le tambour
The tiger taps the drum

Say it: Tongue taps, crisp. Same as English t.

t i g r e

ti . gre

t é t i n e

té . ti . ne

tapis
image needed

t a p i s

ta . pis

t o m a t e

to . ma . te



LEVEL 1 · THE F SOUND

f
La fusée de Fifi file
Fifi's rocket zooms

Say it: Blow air over your lip. Fff.

f u s é e

fu . sée

forêt
image needed

f o r ê t

fo . rêt

f r ai s e

frai . se

fromage
image needed

f r o m a g e

fro . ma . ge

frite
image needed

f r i t e

fri . te



LEVEL 1 · THE V SOUND

v
La vache visite le volcan
The cow visits the volcano

Say it: Like f but switched on. Feel the buzz.

v a ch e

va . che

v o l c an

vol . can

vague
image needed

v a g u e

va . gue

valise
image needed

v a l i s e

va . li . se

veste
image needed

v e s t e

ves . te



LEVEL 1 · THE S SOUND

s
La sirène se savonne
The mermaid soaps herself

Say it: A little snake hiss. Sss.

s i r è n e

si . rè . ne

savon
image needed

s a v on

sa . von

s in g e

sin . ge

s a c

sac

soleil
image needed

s o l ei l

so . leil

serpent
image needed

s e r p en t

ser . pent



LEVEL 2 · THE OU SOUND

ou
Le hibou serre son doudou
The owl hugs his cuddly

Say it: The oo in soup, never the oo in book.

doudou
image needed

d ou d ou

dou . dou

l ou p

loup

p ou l e

pou . le

s ou r i s

sou . ris

couche
image needed

c ou ch e

cou . che

ou r s

ours



LEVEL 2 · THE CH SOUND

ch
Le chat chante sous la douche
The cat sings in the shower

Say it: The sh in shoe.

douche
image needed

d ou ch e

dou . che

mouche
image needed

m ou ch e

mou . che

ch a t

chat

r u ch e

ru . che

ch i en

chien

bûche
image needed

b û ch e

bû . che



LEVEL 2 · THE È Ê SOUND

è ê
La bête rêve de la fête
The beast dreams of the party

Say it: The e in bed. The little hat does not change the sound.

pêche
image needed

p ê ch e

pê . che

tête
image needed

t ê t e

tê . te

fête
image needed

f ê t e

fê . te

bête
image needed

b ê t e

bê . te

flèche
image needed

f l è ch e

flè . che

chèvre
image needed

ch è v r e

chè . vre



LEVEL 2 · THE AI EI SOUND

ai
ei

La reine tricote la laine
The queen knits the wool

Say it: Two letters, one sound: the e in bed again.

balai
image needed

b a l ai

ba . lai

r ei n e

rei . ne

chaise
image needed

ch ai s e

chai . se

baleine
image needed

b a l ei n e

ba . lei . ne

peigne
image needed

p ei gn e

pei . gne



LEVEL 2 · THE U SOUND

u
Lulu danse en tutu sous la lune
Lulu dances in a tutu under the moon

Say it: Say ee, keep your tongue there, round your lips.

lune
image needed

l u n e

lu . ne

plume
image needed

p l u m e

plu . me

jus
image needed

j u s

jus



LEVEL 2 · THE EU SOUND

eu
Le monstre bleu compte : un, deux !
The blue monster counts: one, two!

Say it: Round your lips first, then say é.

feu
image needed

f eu

feu

pneu
image needed

p n eu

pneu

cheveux
image needed

ch e v eu x

che . veux

yeux
image needed

y eu x

yeux

pieuvre
image needed

p i eu v r e

pieu . vre



LEVEL 3 · THE ON SOUND

on
L'ourson attrape le ballon
The bear cub catches the ball

Say it: Say oh through your nose. The n is never said.

ballon
image needed

b a ll on

ba . llon

mouton
image needed

m ou t on

mou . ton

lion
image needed

l i on

lion

melon
image needed

m e l on

me . lon

wagon
image needed

w a g on

wa . gon

citron
image needed

c i t r on

ci . tron



LEVEL 3 · THE AN EN SOUND

an
en

Le gant cache la dent
The glove hides the tooth

Say it: Say ah through your nose. No n at the end.

gant
image needed

g an t

gant

enfant
image needed

en f an t

en . fant

banc
image needed

b an c

banc

ange
image needed

an g e

an . ge

manteau
image needed

m an t eau

man . teau

maman
image needed

m a m an

ma . man



LEVEL 3 · THE IN SOUND

in
Le lapin fait un câlin
The rabbit gives a cuddle

Say it: The a in cat, sent through the nose.

d in d e

din . de

jardin
image needed

j a r d in

jar . din

lutin
image needed

l u t in

lu . tin

sapin
image needed

s a p in

sa . pin

patin
image needed

p a t in

pa . tin



LEVEL 3 · THE AIN SOUND

ain
Le nain trempe le pain dans le bain
The dwarf dips the bread in the bath

Say it: Same nose sound as in, but spelled a-i-n.

pain
image needed

p ain

pain

main
image needed

m ain

main

bain
image needed

b ain

bain

train
image needed

t r ain

train

poulain
image needed

p ou l ain

pou . lain

nain
image needed

n ain

nain



LEVEL 3 · THE OI SOUND

oi
Le roi compte les étoiles
The king counts the stars

Say it: Two letters that say wa.

r oi

roi

étoile
image needed

é t oi l e

é . toi . le

oiseau
image needed

oi s eau

oi . seau

pois
image needed

p oi s

pois

poire
image needed

p oi r e

poi . re

poisson
image needed

p oi ss on

pois . son



LEVEL 3 · THE R SOUND

r
Le requin porte une robe
The shark wears a dress

Say it: A soft gargle at the back of the throat. Never rolled.

requin
image needed

r e qu in

re . quin

robe
image needed

r o b e

ro . be

rat
image needed

r a t

rat

r e n a r d

re . nard

rose
image needed

r o s e

ro . se



LEVEL 3 · THE EUR SOUND

eur
Le voleur vole une fleur
The thief steals a flower

Say it: Round your lips for eu, then a soft r at the back of the throat.

voleur
image needed

v o l eu r

vo . leur

fleur
image needed

f l eu r

fleur

docteur
image needed

d o c t eu r

doc . teur

beurre
image needed

b eu rr e

beu . rre



LEVEL 3 · THE EAU SOUND

eau
Le bateau apporte un cadeau
The boat brings a present

Say it: Three letters, one sound: the o you already know.

bateau
image needed

b a t eau

ba . teau

gâteau
image needed

g â t eau

gâ . teau

cadeau
image needed

c a d eau

ca . deau

chapeau
image needed

ch a p eau

cha . peau

rideau
image needed

r i d eau

ri . deau

seau
image needed

s eau

seau



LEVEL 3 · THE AU SOUND

au
La taupe cherche sa chaussure
The mole looks for her shoe

Say it: Two letters, one sound: the same o as in eau.

bocaux
image needed

b o c au x

bo . caux

taupe
image needed

t au p e

tau . pe

chaussure
image needed

ch au ss u r e

chau . ssu . re

épaule
image needed

é p au l e

é . pau . le



LEVEL 3 · THE ILLE SOUND

ille
La fille lance la quille
The girl bowls the skittle

Say it: Says y as in yes. Ville and mille keep the l.

fille
image needed

f ille

fi . lle

bille
image needed

b ille

bi . lle

chenille
image needed

ch e n ille

che . ni . lle



LEVEL 3 · THE GN SOUND

gn
Le cygne signe la ligne
The swan signs on the line

Say it: The ny in canyon.

cygne
image needed

c y gn e

cy . gne

montagne
image needed

m on t a gn e

mon . ta . gne

agneau
image needed

a gn eau

a . gneau

oignon
image needed

oi gn on

oi . gnon

araignée
image needed

a r ai gn é e

a . rai . gnée



LEVEL 3 · THE J G SOUND

j g
La girafe met sa jupe
The giraffe puts on her skirt

Say it: The s in measure.

girafe
image needed

g i r a f e

gi . ra . fe

jupe
image needed

j u p e

ju . pe

bijou
image needed

b i j ou

bi . jou

cage
image needed

c a g e

ca . ge

plage
image needed

p l a g e

pla . ge

genou
image needed

g e n ou

ge . nou



LEVEL 3 · THE H SOUND

Plant a few sounds tonight

petit à petit · made for parents learning alongside their child

h
Le hibou hulule : hou, hou !
The owl hoots: hoo, hoo!

Say it: The h makes no sound at all. Silent.

hibou
image needed

h i b ou

hi . bou

hérisson
image needed

h é r i ss on

hé . ri . sson

hôtel
image needed

h ô t e l

hô . tel

hache
image needed

h a ch e

ha . che

harpe
image needed

h a r p e

har . pe

haricot
image needed

h a r i c o t

ha . ri . cot
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